
Church of 

SAINT JOSEPH 
Mission Statement 

We, the Church of Saint Joseph, are a Catholic, Benedictine faith community. Through our 
liturgy and faith formation, we build on a solid foundation as active witnesses of Christ, 
and we eagerly respond to the needs of the Parish and the global community.  

July 28th & August 4th 2019 • 17th and 18th Sundays in Ordinary Time 

 
New Parishioners To register, stop 
by the parish office or mail your 
completed registration form found on the 
home page of the parish website. 
 

Prayer Corner If you know someone 
in need of prayers, please call the parish 
office at ext. 100 and ask that their name 
be added to the Prayer Corner of the 
bulletin. In addition, you may call one of 
the chairpersons of the Prayer Network: 
Mary at 363-4244 or Joan at 363-4358. 
 

Infant Baptism Attendance at a 
baptism class is required for all baptisms, 
even for parents who have had other 
children baptized. Please call the parish 
office at ext. 100 to register for the 
baptism class (held the first Monday of 
each month at 6:00 pm). The date of 
baptism will be scheduled upon 
completion of the class. 
 

Marriage Please call the parish office 
at ext. 100 to set a wedding date and to 
register for a parish preliminary marriage 
session. A minimum of six months is needed 
for preparation. 
 

Pastoral Care If any parishioner or 
family member is in need of a pastoral care 
visit, please call Fr. Jerome at ext. 122. 
Today’s privacy laws do not permit 
hospitals to contact churches when a 
patient is in need of a pastoral visit. We are 
made aware of it only when the individual 
or their friends and family contact us. 
 

Sacrament Of Anointing   
Please call Fr. Jerome at ext. 122. 

12 WEST MINNESOTA STREET • ST. JOSEPH, MN 56374   

Phone:  320-363-7505 
Parish Website:   
 www.churchstjoseph.org 
Email Address:  
 parish@churchstjoseph.org 
 

Mass Schedule 
    Tuesday: 12 pm 
    Wednesday – Friday: 8 am 
    Saturday: 5 pm 
    Sunday: 8 am and 10 am 
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Parish Staff      363-7505 
 

PASTOR  Fr. Jerome Tupa, OSB  Office … …………ext. 122 
   Email … … pastorosb@churchstjoseph.org                                               
   

Pastoral help  Fr. Nick Kleespie, OSB 
         Deacon Matthew Ludick  .………… …… 320-428-6139 
   Email … …… … dcnmrl07@gmail.com 
                                                            

BUSINESS OFFICE 
         Business Administrator  Amber Walling……ext. 120 
   Email ………awalling@churchstjoseph.org 
           

FAITH FORMATION  Marian Bach  ………………ext. 152 
   Email… … ffdirector@churchstjoseph.org 
            

HEALTH & WELLNESS Marjorie Henkemeyer  … 363-4588 
   Email  ……………mhenk2929@aol.com 
            

LITURGY & MUSIC  David Orzechowski ………… ext. 123 
   Email  ………liturgy@churchstjoseph.org 
 

FACILITY MANAGER  Andy Loso  ….……..… ext. 121 
   Email ………… aloso@churchstjoseph.org 

 
Mass Time Schedule ……… … …363-7505, ext. 200 
 
 

Saint Joseph Catholic School    363-7505 
          

         Principal Karl Terhaar .   … …………………………ext. 151 
   Email………karl.terhaar@allsaintsmn.org 
 

         Administrative Assistant  Linda Heinen ………ext. 150 
   Email……… linda.heinen@allsaintsmn.org 
 

          
Pastoral Council 

Elaine Anderson………… ………..… …. 320-363-7571 
Deb Baron, Chair   ...…………………..…  320-363-8772 
Charlie Burg….. ……………….………… 320-363-4114 
Rich Gallus ………………………………320-363-0565 
Eric Johannes … …………………………. 320-271-0124 
Jane Rennie … …… …… ……………..…  320-363-4767 
Lori Stock … …… …… ……………..…… 320-241-4528 
Julia Reber & Tanner Notsch, Youth Representatives 

 

Finance Council Chair 
Chuck Kern  … … …………………………….320-363-4207 

 

Trustees 
DeAnne Budde  ……………………………320-293-4648 
Rick Baron ………...……………………….320-267-2370 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Members of St. Joseph Parish and St. John the Baptist 
Parish:  A few important items to address— 

 
Home Built in Kumarakom 

I am pleased to show you the 
house we helped build through the 
generosity of St Joe Parish.  I 
hope we can continue to support 
our sister parish in India. 
Here is a letter from the proud 

new owner of the house: 
Dear Rev.Fr.Vicar and my brothers and sisters of St.Joseph's 
Church 
I  am    Baisil, the  parishner of St. Peter's church Kumarakom. My 
family consists of , my mother, wife and 3 children. I am a casual 
labor. My wife is working as an animator in vsss. 
We did  not have a good  house.  In 
this  situation  God  has  sent  you  as a messenger  to me through 
vsss with your help. We thank you for, granting  us  financial help 
for the construction of our house through vsss.   
While this construction was going on, we can’t  forget the flood 
disaster ,it had  destroyed everything in  many places in Kerala . 
Even though  the construction was not finished, we did not go to 
any  refugee camps, by the grace of God our  new house  was  not 
sunk in the flood.  We could being in our own house. 
So we are very grateful to you for granting us  new and 
good  house. We have no words to say  thanks . We wish and 
pray  that,  may good  God bless you all. 

With gratitude’s  and prayerful  wishes. 

Baisil & family.  

Marriage Prep Sponsor Couples 

This message is a call for couples who would be willing to be 
mentors for young people seeking marriage in the church.  Also if 

you have been a mentor  

The Fully Engaged program is hosting an “update” on Sunday, 
August 11 for active Sponsor Couples/Facilitators/Mentors.   

The goal is to provide a “refresher” of the Fully Engaged materials 
as well as to introduce the new Catholic Identity supplement. 

Please contact Jill Svihel, Fully Engaged Coordinator, at 
jsvihel@gw.stcdio.org or 320-258-7611 with 
questions.  (Note:  Jill is out of the office until Monday, July 29.) 

Responding to Racism  

From the “Catholic Update”  There is a call to Catholics to 
respond to racism by opening wide our hearts.  I found this 
statement to force me to ask the question of myself.  Perhaps we 
can all do some reflecting on this issue which seems to be at the 
forefront of much of our debates in this country.    

I am quoting Fr. Fahey-Guerra, CSSR  “Through the Holy Spirit, 
the Catholic Church is called upon to share the extraordinary gift 
of divine love to all people, fully and without prejudice.”   And 
here is a test for all of us;  “A person is a racist when, “either 
consciously or unconsciously – a person holds that his or her own 
race or ethnicity is superior, and therefore judges persons of other 
races or ethnicities as inferior and unworthy of equal regard.” 

ACC Planning 

For your information we are trying to understand what changes if 
any we need to make in the future if we no longer have extra help 
(priest) available for our Saturday or Sunday masses.  This could 
also extend to our daily masses as well since we have masses 
scheduled in both Collegeville and St. Joe on the same days.  What 
does our future look like in 3 to 5 years?  Julie Ortloff, Amber 
Walling and Marian Bach are working on details for masses at 
both parishes and their impact on each faith formation program. 

Fr. Jerome Tupa, OSB, Pastor 

We Want to Hear from You! 

When you have a question or concern regarding some aspect of parish life, please contact us. We will do our best to provide an answer 
for you. Contact information for parish and school staff, council members and trustees, is provided below. 
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Please remember in prayer... 

  David Evens 
  Nancy Evans, wife of Bernard Evans 

 

This Week’s Scheduled Activities 

Key: CH = Church, DR = School Dining Room,  
         FF = Faith Formation Office, GS = Gathering Space,         
 HH = Heritage Hall, LL = School Lower Level,  
         MR = Parish Meeting Room, MUS = School Music Room,   

OS = Off-Site, SCH = School, UL = School Upper Level  
          

                                                                                                 

Monday, July 29 
 2:30 pm Enhance Fitness, UL 
   

Tuesday, July 30 
 8:30 am Church Cleaning, CH 
                             

Wednesday, July 31 
9:00 am Enrichment Class, HH 

                                                           

Thursday, August 1 
 2:30 pm Enhance Fitness, HH 
 
Friday, August 2 
     8:30 am Refreshments after Mass, HH 
 4:30 pm Wedding Rehearsal, CH 
                                                                                                   

Saturday, August 3 
 8:00 am Mom’s Group, MR 
 2:00 pm Wedding—Barg/Wieber, CH 
                                                                                                                                                                                       

 
Monday, August 5 
 8:00 am Parish Quilters, GS 
 12:30 pm Care Partners Meeting, MR 
 2:30 pm Enhance Fitness, HH 
 6:00 pm Baptism Prep Class, MR 
  

Tuesday, August 6 
 8:00 am Parish Quilters, GS 
 8:30 am  Church Cleaning, CH 
 2:00 pm Staff Meeting, MR 
                             

Wednesday, August 7 
9:00 am Enrichment Class, HH 

  10:00 am Willing Hands, HH 
                                                          

Thursday, August 8 
 2:30 pm Enhance Fitness, HH 
                                                    

Friday, August 9 
     8:30 am Refreshments after Mass, HH 
      

Saturday, August 10 
 8:00 am Mom’s Group, MR 
 10:00 am Marriage Prep Session, MR 
  
   

Mass/Reconciliation Schedule 

 
Sunday, July 28th 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am Mass †Albert Schindler 
 10:00 am Mass for our Parish 
                                                 

Monday, July 29 
 5:00 pm Mass at Saint Benedict’s Monastery 
 

Tuesday, July 30 
     12:00 pm Mass ††††Vicki, Bob, Mary & Duane  
  Schindler 
     

Wednesday, July 31 
 8:00 am Mass †Rev. Fr. Jorge Cabrera 
      

Thursday, August 1 
 8:00 am Mass †Ila Beste 
    

Friday, August 2 
 8:00 am Mass ††Al & Clara Stueve 
             

Saturday, August 3 
 4:00 pm Confession  
 5:00 pm   Mass †Greg Salzl 
     
  
 

Sunday, August 4 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am Mass † Anne Kollmann 
 10:00 am Mass for our Parish 
 

Monday, August 5 
 5:00 pm Mass at Saint Benedict’s Monastery 
 

Tuesday, August 6 
 12:00 pm Mass ††Jerome & Mike Lodermeier 
     

Wednesday, August 7 
 8:00 am Mass †Bernie Bechtold 
      

Thursday, August 8 
 8:00 am Mass †Bernie Schloemer 
    

Friday, August 9 
 8:00 am Mass †Jeff Kremers 
             

Saturday, August 10 
 4:00 pm Confession  
 5:00 pm   Mass ††Clarence & Irene Schulte 
     
  

Sunday, August 11 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am Mass †Albert Schindler  
 10:00 am Mass for our Parish 

60th Anniversary Congratulations 

Cletus and Eileen (Ethen) 
Walz celebrate their 60th 
anniversary this week.   
 
Many blessings & congrat-
ulations to you both! 
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Cheese Curds, Fries & Mini Donuts 

Remaining frozen food from the festival is available for 
purchase.   
 
• Cheese Curds for $48.00 (2, 5 lb bags per box) 
• French Fries  for $20.00 (6, 5 lb bags per box) 
• Mini Donuts for $21.00 (3, 48 ct bags per box) 
 
Items will be sold per box only.  
 
Please contact Andy Loso at the Parish Office to purchase 
or for additional details. 

Partnership with the Diocese of Vijayapuram 

Please keep Bishop Sebastian Thekkethecheril and the people 
of the Diocese of Vijayapuram in your daily prayers. 

Growing in Faith 

Faith Formation Planning-2019-2020 
Faith Formation planning for 2019-2020 is well underway. 
Please contact Marian if you would like to know more 
about training to be a catechist. This is a wonderful 
ministry of sharing and role modeling one’s faith in 
everyday life and service. If you are interested in other 
various ways within our parish faith formation, please let 
Marian know. Thank you for considering this ministry. 
 

Catechetical Sunday and Training Day 
Please save Sunday, September 22nd for the Faith 
Formation Commissioning and Training Day. 
The day will begin with the 10:00 am Mass, followed by a  
meal and training. The day is for catechists, catechist 
assistants, support team and Track III group leaders. 
 

Vacation Bible School 
BE SURE TO REGISTER FOR VBS! 
The theme for this summer is “To Mars and Beyond!” 
Registration forms can be found on our parish website, in 
Heritage Hall and the forms were given to the children at 
the end of the faith formation and school year. If you have 
any questions, please contact Marian or Laura Gorder. 
Don’t miss this wonderful faith and fun-filled time! 

 

Faith Formation Calendars 
The calendars for the following are on the parish website: 
• Liturgy of the Word for Children 
• Mass and Session Schedule for Grades 1-8 and Tracks I 

and II (Grades 9-10) 
• Mass and Session Schedule for Track III (Grade 11) 
Please mark the above sessions on your family calendars. 
Attendance is required. 
Additional calendars are also ready for you on the parish 
website.  Please watch the bulletin for more events and 
faith experiences throughout the year including:  
• Bible Study 
• RCIA 
• Sacrament of First Reconciliation and First 

Communion preparation and liturgy dates 
• Baptism Prep Sessions 
 

                                              Marian Bach, Director of Faith Formation 

MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

(A volunteer Opportunity) 

 

The Ministry of Prayer has been a part of our parish for many 
years.  It is a volunteer opportunity that does not include 
meetings or training.  Being faithful to prayer is the only 
qualification. 
 
Ministers of Prayer do outreach ministry in the parish by praying 
for the needs of the parish and the needs of the larger Church, in 
addition to including your personal concerns.  In doing so they 
are a spiritual support to individuals and their families and to 
persons who are doing other services in the Church. 
 
There are persons who may have the heart to volunteer, but 
physically they are not able to be of service.  Prayer Ministry is a 
way in which they can participate. 
 
Faithfulness is the key for a Prayer Minister.  They are asked to 
pray each day for various intentions of the parish, the 
parishioners and the world.  They may use whatever form of 
prayer is most comfortable for them; familiar prayers, favorite 
prayers, the rosary, the psalms, traditional prayers or prayer that 
rises from the heart in just talking to God.  God hears all prayers.  
As a support to the Prayer Ministers, a monthly letter is sent with 
reflections, prayers and a list of special needs to include in daily 
prayer. 

S. Betty Larson, Pastoral Ministry 
 
 
I wish to participate in the MINISTRY OF PRAYER: 
 
NAME 
_______________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS 
____________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER 
____________________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL  
____________________________________________________ 
RETURN FORM TO :    Sister Betty Larson 
   Church of St. Joseph 
   12 West Minnesota Street 
   Saint Joseph, MN 56374 
   pministry@churchstjoseph.org                                               
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Liturgical Ministry Schedule for August 3/4 

 Saturday August 10, 5pm  Sunday August 11, 8 am Sunday August 11, 10 am 

Sacristans  Mary Jo Lemke Judy Meemken Judy Meemken 

Gift Bearers Allen Gill Family Open for Volunteers Vic & Ruth Boeckmann 

 

Greeters Cathy Buchheit 
Sandy Chew 
Nelda Dehn 
Marcella Gill 

Philip Maus 
Sandra Maus 
Mark Plantenberg 
Diane Plantenberg 

Ben Warnert 
Karyn Warnert 
Bonnie Weisser 
Chuch Kutzera 

 

Ushers Jerry Reischl 
Raymond Rueckert 
Tom Schleper 
Ruth Schleper 

Mark Gohmann 
John Heinen 
Peter Hoffmann 
Andy Loso 

Roger Drontle 
Jerry Ethen 
Jon Ethen 
Carlos Garcia 

 

Servers Cecelia Weldon 
Kenzie Harren 

Maria Glatzel 
Jackson Gerads 

Sophia Waletzko 
Mary Watry 
Scott Stephens 

Lectors Connie Lacher Trish Gannon Peter & Kendra Ohmann 

 
Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Karen Wippler 
Deb Baron 
Rick Baron 
Marilyn Court 
Charles Kern 
Mary Kay Kern 
Meg Klecker 

Ann Reischl 
Othmar Schmitz 
Joan Skroch 
Linda Theisen 
Nancy Walz 
Lloyd Bruemmer 
Carol Fries 

John Blattner 
Dee Dee Blattner 
Sheri Cunningham 
Gary Dietman 
Bernie Imholte 
Eric Johannes 
Shirley Miller 

Liturgical Ministry Schedule for August 10/11 

 Saturday August 3, 5pm  Sunday August 4, 8 am Sunday August 4, 10 am 

Sacristans  Michael & Rachel Holmstrom Virginia Meier Susan Meyer 

Gift Bearers Harold & Marilyn Brinkman Connie Horsch & Carol Fries Ann Leedahl & Nettie Pfannenstein 

 

Greeters Karen Wippler 
Jan Zimmerman 
Rick Baron 
Deb Baron 

Gerry Klaphake 
Jackie Klaphake 
Andy Loso 
Lisa Loso 

Mike Thell 
Janelle Thell 
Bob Valek 
Lynn Valek 

 

Ushers Bob Ethen 
Bernadette Ethen 
Marvin Mastey 
Carol Mastey 

Richard Gallus 
LaVonne Gallus 
Alan Glatzel 
Riley Glatzel 

David Thomas 
Gary Bechtold 
Open to Volunteer 
Open to Volunteer 

 

Servers Max Molus 
Jaedyn Nydeen 

Andrew Moneypenny 
Reese Moneypenny 

Kaidance Stephens 
Scott Stephens 

Lectors Charles Kern Bonnie Gohmann Pat Kutzera 

 
Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Michael Holmstrom 
Rachel Holmstrom 
Lori Stock 
Jane Bierschbach 
Harold Brinkman 
Marilyn Brinkman 
Del Brown 

Virginia Meier 
Lloyd Bruemmer 
DeAnne Budde 
Dean Budde 
Carol Fries 
Connie Horsch 
Elaine Newton 

Kenneth Schreiber 
John Stang 
Karen Backes 
Laura Johannes 
Merlin Bauer 
Claire Bauer 
Bruce Bechtold 
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Please pray for... Roman & Gertie Bach, Duffy Barton, Laurie Christen, Laken Court, Joan Cremers, Audrey Elfering, 

Jennifer Frank, Cliff Hilsgen, Blake Hogenson, Ashley Holmes, Amy Klaphake, Becky Klaphake, Marcel Kosel, Laura 

Kutzera-Gaarder, Jane Peterson, Nettie Pfannenstein, Mary Ann Poepping, Cindy Schmitz, a Special Intention, Anthony 

Scholz, John Steichen, Rosie Taufen, Emmy Torborg, Bob Valek, Eileen Walz, Bill Wasner, John Zipp, military men and 

women and their families, people of the Diocese of Vijayapuram, India, and workers & volunteers in foreign lands. (If you 

would like to add or remove a name for the Prayer Corner, call the parish office, ext. 100. Names remain in the Prayer 

Corner for about two months.)  

Work Continues with Sound System 

As has been mentioned at Mass, we are planning upgrades/
improvements to our sound system in church.  We ask for 
everyone’s patience as we await the changes.  It could be weeks, 
maybe even months, before all aspects are completed.  Be 
assured that the sound system was not overlooked nor treated as 
an ‘afterthought’ amidst the other renovations.  The upgrades/
changes we are planning are indeed part of the renovation project 
and will come from renovation funds. 
 
The first step had to be simply being back in the church and 
hearing what the new, lively acoustics sounded like with people 
in the building.  This was done for fiscal responsibility.  We 
didn’t want to spend money foolishly ahead of time on 
unnecessary or inappropriate equipment for use in a room with a 
new acoustic we hadn’t yet even heard or experienced. 
 
The second step has been to optimize the equipment we do have.  
We have been making minor adjustments, angling speakers 
differently, etc. every week.  Of course, we realize the sound will 
“only get so good” without further, more drastic modifications to 
the system.   
 
The next step:  We have asked our technician to design and 
submit a proposal which will add four long, slender  
 
(continued in the next column) 

speakers to the pillars in the assembly area.  These speakers can 
be designed to blend with the décor and be as visually 
unobtrusive as possible.  A monitor/speaker for the choir  
area will be added to help those ministers hear better as well.  
Speakers such as these have been used successfully in places 
such as Sacred Heart Chapel at St. Ben’s and the Cathedral of 
Saint Mary in St. Cloud, both of which are spaces with even 
more reverberation than ours.  The goal is not to get rid of the 
reverberation, but to make speech clear and intelligible amidst 
the reverberation. 
 
All this will bring the sound down to the people, rather than 
what’s happening now, which is:  the sound first swirls around 
from the speakers up above, gets all mixed together, and finally 
makes its way down to the people.  By then, it’s mostly 
unintelligible.  Additionally, when the sound source is brought 
closer to the people, the new speakers won’t need be run quite as 
loud, which will further help cut down on unnecessary 
reverberation.  Hopefully, this will add the clarity that is needed 
for the preaching and spoken word, without sacrificing the 
wonderful, lively reverb we now have, that is so good for 
singing, instrumental music and the spoken prayers of the 
assembly.  Notice how robust our recitation of the Creed and the 
Lord’s Prayer sound now.  This isn’t because people are suddenly 
participating more than they used to.  Rather, it’s an indication of 
how much sound was being absorbed by carpeting before.  Hard 
surfaces are generally recommended for worship, especially in 
classic spaces such as ours, which possess the wonderful 
architecture that enables the cathedral-like roll to the sound. This 
spaciousness also adds a transcendent, larger-than-life quality to 
the experience.  This is as it should be, for when we enter this 
building, we are indeed dealing with issues and realities that are 
larger-than-life.  When the sound of the people is absorbed, 
worshippers tend to feel isolated and thus a bit more fearful of 
singing and responding, because it feels like they and maybe a 
few others around them are the only ones participating.  When 
the peoples’ sound isn’t absorbed, their participation is 
reinforced.  They can hear each other’s prayer and song.  They 
experience truly being an assembly, ‘the Church,’ the sum and 
experience of which is greater than all its individual parts.  

Stewardship of Treasure 

Treasure received week of  July 14, 2019 
 

Sunday Offering Budget                             $12,100.00 
Adult & loose offering                                  $7,276.08 
Average weekly automated offering            $4,399.86 
Weekly difference                                         -$424.06  
 

Youth offering received                                       $20.20 
 

       Budget through July 14    $24,200.00 
Actual through July 14                             $23,592.95 
Difference                                                            -$607.06 

YOU’RE INVITED 

Appreciation Picnic 

Who: All Church of Saint Joseph Parishioners 

What: Parish Appreciation Picnic 

When: Thursday, August 15th—After 5:30 pm Mass 

Where: Heritage Hall 

A picnic meal will be provided at no cost as a small token of 

appreciation for the role all parishioners play in making the 

Church of Saint Joseph Community as vibrant as it is! 
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Gospel Reflection for August 4th 

“If today you hear God’s voice, harden not your hearts!”  What is 
God’s voice saying to you today? 
 
The Gospel for today challenges us to determine the priorities in 
life!  Is the focus on material things or is it on our relationship 
with God and with others?  The man in the Gospel built more 
barns to house his fortune and then thought life would be just 
great.  Little did he realize that his death could come at any time.   
 
However, if a priority is with a spiritual relationship with God 
and a positive relationship with others – family, friends, 
community, this gives a different focus to our life.  This week 
focus on these relationships!  What can you do to deepen that 
relationship with your family; how can you reach out to your 
friends this week; and what about a stranger in your neighborhood 
or in the community- how can you reach out to them?   
 
This week take time to deepen your relationship with God!  Take 
some extra time for prayer and take time to read the Bible.  This 
can be done by yourself or with your family.  
 

S. Betty Larson, Pastoral Ministry 

 

Readings for the Week of July 28th 

Sunday:        Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 [3a]/Col 
2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13  

Monday:       Ex 32:15-24, 30-34/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [1a]/
Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42  

Tuesday:      Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28/Ps 103:6-7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-
13 [8a]/Mt 13:36-43  

Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35/Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 9 [cf. 9c]/Mt 13:44-
46  

Thursday:     Ex 40:16-21, 34-38/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a, 11 
[2]/Mt 13:47-53  

Friday:         Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/Ps 81:3-4, 5-6, 
10-11ab [2a]/Mt 13:54-58  

Saturday:      Lv 25:1, 8-17/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8 [4]/Mt 14:1-12  

 

Readings for the Week of August 4th 

Sunday:           Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 
17 [1]/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21  

Monday:          Nm 11:4b-15/Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 
[2a]/Mt 14:13-21  

Tuesday:         Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9 [1a and 
9a]/2 Pt 1:16-19/Lk 9:28b-36  

Wednesday:   Nm 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26a-29a, 34-35/Ps 106:6-
7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Mt 15:21-28  

Thursday:       Nm 20:1-13/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Mt 16:13-
23  

Friday:            Dt 4:32-40/Ps 77:12-13, 14-15, 16 and 21 
[12a]/Mt 16:24-28  

Saturday:       2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 [5]/Jn 
12:24-26  

Gospel Reflection for July 28th 

“Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me” 
 
In the first reading, Abraham bargains with God about the salva-
tion of the city of Sodom.  God relents in his plan and tells Abra-
ham if there are only 10 good people left, he will not destroy the 
city.  God is kind and patient in his dealings with Abraham and so 
he will be in his dealings with us.  
 
Jesus often went off by himself to pray to the Father.  In the Gos-
pel, the disciples ask him to teach them how to pray.  Jesus re-
sponds with the prayer we all know so well – the Our Father.  
Jesus goes on to tell them that his Father is kind and generous.  He 
tells them ask and you shall receive, seek and you will find, knock 
and the door will be opened for you.  These words can be very 
challenging, because sometimes when we pray, we don’t receive 
the answer we want.  Does this mean the God does not hear us? 
 
Certainly not!  God is a loving Father and he gives us what is best 
for us!  Sometimes, his answers don’t make sense, but we must 
trust in his love.  We continue to pray and thus build up our rela-
tionship with God and come to the trust which will be our strength 
for the day.  Often it is only in hindsight that we recognize the 
hand of God at work. 
 
This week spend extra time in prayer.  Take time to pray the Our 
Father slowly and meaningfully. 

S. Betty Larson, Pastoral Ministry 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 




