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Mission Statement
We, the Church of Saint Joseph, are a Catholic, Benedictine faith community. Our liturgy
invites and inspires active participation and faftted living. Through our ministry of
formation in Christ, we continue to build a solid foundation as withesses who eagerly
respond to the needs of the parish and wider community.

Catholic Schools Planning Group Report

The Catholic School Planning Group for our five parishes worrisome to members of the committee. The expectation
thanks all those parents who filled out and sent in surveys iof running a churctbased school attached to a parish is that
response to the surveys we mailed out. We received 306 the parents will participate in parish life and bring their
completed surveys, a majority of them from parents of children to Mass on Sunday, be actively nurturing the faith
students attending our Catholic schools (Saint Joseph Lab at home and have a commitment to support the church and
School, Saint Joseph Waite Park and Ss. Peter and Paul). its school through financial contributions, both while their
children are in school and after they have graduated. The
The completed surveys gave us some good information. It numbers show both ends of the spectrum: Catholic school
has always been clear to us that parents at all three schoolgarents are among the most active in our parishes and also
love their schools and are committed to them. When our  among the least active. With fewer and fewer parishioners
facilities committee visited the schools in the spring, it was sending their children to Catholic school and seeing parish
obvious that all the schools are great places to learn, with  membership as central to their identity as Catholics, the

engaged students, teachers, staff and principals and relationship between schools and churches has changed
wonderful curricula. The priests and others have affirmed qyer the decades.

what a blessing it is to have the
school Masses each week and il
presence of the children on the
church property during the schoc

There is no question that
nonparishioner parents and their
children, as well as less active

The trend in what parents value
from Catholic schools ranks three

year. The surveys, including items at the top: parishioners and their children, make
lengthy testimonials from parentc 1. Christian morality and values; great contributions to the schodls
reaffirmed this about all the 2. excellent academics; and we would not be operating without
schools. They are strong cem 3. small class size. them! These folks also come to the
munities and parents value the schools because of valubased

support as well as the opportunities they and their children education, and all parents should be concerned about the
receive. We are all on this committee because we believe iquality of the education provided. These are positive values
the value of Catholic schools. and we are quite glad our schools are focused and able to
provide them at a level that keeps attracting students from
The trend in what parents value from Catholic schools rankground the area. Our charge is to look at the relationship

three items at the top: 1) Christian morality and values; 2) petween the parishes and the schools and be accountable to
excellent academics; and 3) small class size. What surprisgHe parishioners we represent.

us was how many parents said that parish identity was not a

strong factor in their decision to send their children to It is also clear to us that too many of the parishioners who

Catholic School. choose other school options are not hearing the word about
how great our schools are.

As we balance the contribution of parishioners to the schodyyestions about the school, ranging from the quality of the

with other needs of the parish, the disconnect between  education and faith training to how much it is costing the
parish life/identity and participation in the school is continued on page 2...
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Planning Group Report ... continued from page 1 collect information and grapple with it honestly and
sincerely to do what is best for our parishes and in the

parish to run the school. Because sending children to longrterm interest of our schools.

Catholic school is no longer a strong part of parish identity
and does not seem to be a serious
consideration for many parishioners, it was obvious that all the
more marketing and active promotion - chools are great places to
of the school is needed to get the wor |earp, with engaged students,
out about the benefits of our schools. - teachers, staff and principals

Demographics and Financials

At the end of looking over the responses

from parents and the

been able to collect and organize, we are

able to share with you some more specifics

Tuition cost continues to be the about what weodve | eal

number one concern for both parents sending their childrergollected more financial data than what is presented here,

to our Catholic Schools and those who chose other school but these are the essential facts related to our discussion.

options (home school, various public schools, other private

schools). As you will see, our tuition costs are matched by Demographics:

the parish contributions, providing a large investment based. The total number of students at our three schools in

on perstudent cost. Tuition still only covers approximately — grades K6 is 543.

30% of the costs of providing a Catholic school education  (The total including prechool and B is 685.)

in our area. 2. The current student per teacher ratio ranges from
12.513.4.

Uncertainty about the future  is also a key concern for 3. The students enrolled in our Catholic schools represent
parents. We recognize that the process of charting a future  petween 47% of the total parish population.

for our Catholic schools has gone on for too long without a
decision. We are charged with making a recommendation to ...continued on page 4
the bishop by the end of 2010. We are working diligently to

Making Room at Our Table

Thank you to those who attended the annual parish meetinfuture. Mr. Mack will develop a schematic design showing
on June 16. Your questions and comments were very muclan addition to the current facilities which will help our
appreciated. The members of the Planning and Design  parish grow with the developing needs of our parish and
Committee have finished hearing proposals from various local community. A schematic design is a drawing that
architectural firms. We are pleased to announce that shows the parts of a concept without going into too much
Hagemeister Mack Architects, located in Saint Cloud, is thedetail. This is the first step in developing plans for a

firm that has been selected to lead us through the schematfotential building project. A full building project will not
phase of our potential building project. Mr. Murray Mack proceed without parish support.

brings with him a wealth of experience, a wonderful team ) o o )

and an open, listening appfi§rasohematgesignisideveipged, it jysubnittedty thy
provide creative solutions to design challenges through a Diocesan Building Commission for review and
process of learning, | i st efffommpendatpptoBishopKigney,YtimgtelyBishar o f
past local church projects include: the addition of the Kinney would need to approve the completion of Phase One
gathering space/fellowship hall at the Church of Saint before we are authorized to move forward_ with §ubsequent
Francis Xavier, Sartell; the addition of the gathering space/Phases. The next phase would include a financial and
fellowship hall at the Church of Saint Peter, Saint Cloud; Project review to determine if our parish could financially
the new Church of the Sacred Heart, Sauk Rapids; and theSUPPOTrt a building project.

new Church of the Immaculate Conception in Cross Lake. If you have any questions or feedback, please contact the

In the coming months, to f gMmpieemempersatogremajgddiesshi ssion o
learning, listening and teaching, Mr. Mack will meet with makingroom@churchstjoseph.org
various groups in our parish to gain further insight on our

facilities needs. He will also be using information from the Tom Ethen

PFET (Planning and Facilities Evaluation Team) report. An Fr. Joseph Feders, OSB
all-parish meeting will be scheduled sometime in late fall. Anita Fischer

Please watch the bulletin for further updates and plan to Amy Kluesner

attend the meeting. This is how your voice will be heard. Gary Kraft

Kay Medelberg
This first phase is about dreaming and planning for the Sandy Scholz
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Parish Festival & Joetown Rocks 2010

TES have fun!
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Save the Date

Parish Appreciation Mass and
Picnic Lunch

Sunday, August 15

Mass at 10:00 am
Picnic lunch follows

Join parishioners and volunteers in being grateful
for our parish by worshipping together and
showing appreciation to one another,
sharing good times and good food!



